July 10, 2000

house in north San Jose. As Me explained
“You really don’t know what freedom is until
you nearly die fighting for it.”

Saigon fell 25 years ago, but the memories
are still raw for many Vietnamese people. The
exodus from Vietnam since 1975 has created
a generation of exiles. The efforts of everyone,
especially Viethamese-Americans, to bring de-
mocracy must be recognized. We should hesi-
tate no longer to make it known that the
United States Congress proudly recognizes
these efforts.

Madam Speaker, | urge each of my col-
leagues to support this Resolution.

Mr. GILMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of House Concurrent Resolution
322 expressing the sense of Congress regard-
ing the sacrifices of individuals who served in
the Armed Forces of the former Republic of
Vietnam.

| want to thank the gentleman from Virginia,
Mr. DAvis, for introducing this resolution and
for his continuing commitment to human rights
and democracy in Vietnam.

| want to thank the chairman of the Asia-Pa-
cific Subcommittee, Mr. BEREUTER, for his
work in crafting the final language in this
measure.

Madam Speaker, it is unfortunate that 10
years after the end of the cold war, the Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam is still a one-party
state ruled and controlled by a Communist
Party which represses political and religious
freedoms and commits numerous human
rights abuses.

It is appropriate that we recognize those
who fought to oppose this tyranny which has
fallen across Vietham and those who continue
the vigil of struggling for freedom and democ-
racy there today.

Accordingly, | urge Hanoi to cease its viola-
tions of human rights and to undertake the
long-overdue liberalization of its moribund and
stifling political and economic system. The
people of Vietnam clearly deserve better.

Finally, | call upon the Vietnamese govern-
ment to do all it can—unilaterally—to assist in
bringing our POW/MIAs home to American
soil.

| want to praise this resolution for pointing
out the injustice that tragically exists in Viet-
nam today and those who have—and are—
still opposing it.

Once again | want to commend Mr. DAvIS
for introducing this resolution and his abiding
dedication to improving the lives of the people
of Vietnam.

| am proud to be a cosponsor of this meas-
ure and | strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port it and send a strong signal to Hanoi that
it is time to free the minds and spirits of the
Vietnamese people.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 322, which honors the wonderful contribu-
tions of our nation’s Vietnamese-Americans in
raising awareness of human rights abuses in
Vietnam. | thank my colleagues Mr. DAvIS and
Ms. SANCHEZ for their hard work on this issue.
| am proud to be an original cosponsor of this
important resolution, and urge my colleagues’
overwhelming support today.

| represent San Jose, California, a commu-
nity greatly enriched by the presence of immi-
grants. Quite a few of my constituents came to
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San Jose as refugees, escaping the brutal and
oppressive political regime in Hanoi. | worked
with those refugees as a Santa Clara County
Supervisor, and many of those people have
become my friends throughout the years. | be-
lieve that they have a unique perspective on
the state of our country’s relationship with
Vietnam that is of immense value.

A quarter century after the fall of Saigon,
the Communist government continues to op-
press its citizens and violate their basic human
rights. Stories of political repression, religious
persecutions and extra-judicial detentions are
all too common. Many Vietnamese-Americans
have worked tirelessly to bring these violations
to light, here in the United States and to the
international community. As a result of their
extraordinary dedication, awareness of the
abuses of the Vietnamese government is
growing exponentially.

| applaud their continued effort to bring
democratic ideals and practices to Vietnam.
This resolution is a small token of our grati-
tude for the hard work of the 1 million Viet-
namese-Americans living in our country. | am
proud to support it.

Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BEREUTER) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 322, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The title of the concurrent resolution
was amended so as to read: ‘“‘Concur-
rent resolution expressing the sense of
Congress regarding the sacrifices of in-
dividuals who served in the Armed
Forces of the former Republic of Viet-
nam.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 4 p.m.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. KNOLLENBERG) at 4
o’clock and one minute p.m.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
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revise and extend their remarks during
further consideration of H.R. 4461, and
that I may include tabular and extra-
neous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

————

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 538 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 4461.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
4461) making appropriations for Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies programs for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2001, and for
other purposes, with Mr. NUSSLE in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole House rose on
Thursday, June 29, 2000, the bill was
open for amendment from page 57, line
12, to page 58, line 8.

Are there further amendments to
that portion of the bill?

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to
strike the last word.

Mr. Chairman, I rise to engage in a
series of discussions with the distin-
guished gentleman from New Mexico
(Mr. SKEEN).

Mr. Chairman, as we know, the Sen-
ate bill provides direct payments to
dairy farmers estimated at $443 million
to offset the record low prices we have
seen for much of the past year.

I would simply ask the chairman if
he would be willing to work with me to
ensure that direct payments for dairy
farmers are included in the bill when it
emerges from conference.

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. I yield to the gentleman
from New Mexico.

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Chairman, I would
be pleased to work with the gentleman
from Wisconsin. I find that we agree
more often than not on the specifics of
dairy policy, and would point to the
last 2 years of economic assistance
payments we have jointly inserted into
the agriculture appropriations con-
ference report as proof.

Accordingly, I will be pleased to
carry out our tradition of working to-
gether on dairy producer assistance,
when and if we ever get to conference.
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